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distinctions, by letting one man come five minutes before the others, or stay five minutes after. Just as Louis XIV, raised one courtier to the seventh heaven by giving him the bougeoir, and another by leaning on his arm, or taking his shirt from him.
'She said little, but knew what each man's fort was, and placed from time to time a mot which led him to it. If anything were peculiarly well said, her face brightened. You saw that her attention was always active and always intelligent.
' And yet I doubt whether she really enjoyed conversation. Tenir salon was to her a game, which she played well, and almost always successfully, but she must sometimes have been exhausted by the effort. Her salon was perhaps pleasanter to us than it was to herself.
' One of the last/ he continued, ' of that class of potentates was the Duchesse de Dino. Her early married life was active and brilliant, but not intellectually. It was not till about forty, when she had exhausted other excitements, that she took to bel esprit. But she performed her part as if she had been bred to it'
This was our last conversation. I left Paris the next day, and we never met again.
CORRESPONDENCE.
Tocqueville, June 30, 1858,
I must complain a little of your silence, my dear Senior. I hear that before you left Paris you suffered a